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At Smith's-Hall, BxIs Tor, 


By FOHN CENMNICK, 
Late of Reading, in BEAKSsHIIAE. 


— My Father, if the Prophet had bid Thee do ſome great 

9 Thing, wouldeft Thou not have done it? How much 
"2 rather then when He ſaith to Thee, waſh and be. 
2 clean? 2 Kings v. 13. | 
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NAAaMAN Cleanſed. 


2 KINGS, v. 13. 


My Father, if the Prophet had bid Thee 
do fome great Thing, wouldeſt Thou 
not have done it? How much ra- 
ther then when he ſaith to Thee, 
waſh and be clean ? 


FJ ſpoken by the 
8 5 We aaman the Aſſyrian Cap- 


A 2 Benha- 


( 4 ] | 
Benhadad the King of Syria had often ſent out his 
Soldiers by Companies againſt the Children of 1/rael, 
and had taken among the Captives a little Maid, and 
ſhe waited on Naaman's Wife, who when ſhe faw 
that her Maſter had the Diſeaſe of Leproſy, and 
had known in own Country how many were 
heal'd of the Lorp by the Hands of Elißba, the faid 
in the Houſe, Nou d to GOD, my Lord was with 
the Prophet that is in Samaria, for he would recover 
him of his Leproſy. After this Manner ſhe ceaſed 
not to ſpeak till one told it to Naaman, faying, thus 
and thus ſaid the Maid that is of the Hebrews. It 
might be the Girl had been an Eye-witneſs of ſome 
of the good Things done by E/jha, or had known 
ſome of her Neighbours that had been recover'd by 
Him, and had heard the Fame of the Man of GOD, 
how he did not refuſe any who came to him, and 
therefore was more earneſt to have her Maſter go and 
try. After ſome Time what the Maid ſpake came 
to the Ears of King Benhadad; and becauſe Naaman 
was belov'd by Him, and was a great Man in the 
Army, and efteem'd on Account of the many Vic- 
tories the Lon had given by him to the Miriam, the 
King immediately haſten'd Naaman forward in his 
Way to Samaria. He was one wo worſhipped the 
Gods of the Heathens, and not knowing the Ty 
Gift of the GOD of Jacob he thought to pleaſe Hi 
and to get an Intereſt in his Favour, by offering his 
Prophet a great Preſent. Wherefore he ſent ten Ta- 
lents of Silver, fix thoufand Pieces of Gold, and ten 
Changes of Raiment ; and wrote a Letter to the 
King of 1/-ae/ to deſire him to get his Servant heal- 
ed of his Leproſy. 


Now the Ting of 1/-ac! thought he only meant here- 
by to pick a Quarrel with kim, and therefore rent his 
Cloaths; ſaying, An 1 GOD, to kill ar to make 
| alive 


E 


alive? that this Man hath ſent to me to heal his Ser- 
want? and Elißba heard of it. And he ſent to the 
King, ſaying, Why haſt Thou rent thy Claaths? let 
the Man come now to me, and he ſhall know that there 
is a Prophet in Iſrael, So Naaman came with his 
Horſes, and with his Chariot, and ſtood at the Door 
of Eliſha. It is remarkable, he did not come like a 
poor, filthy, diſeas'd as he was, but he was 
array'd in fine Linnen, in Purple, and Scarlet: He 
was accompany'd with a very great Retinue ; with 
his Preſents of Gold, Silver, and coſtly Apparel. 
We don't read that he came down out of his Chariot, 
and fell on his Knees before Eliha's Door, and un- 
covered his loathſeme Body, and ſpread open all his 
Want before the Prophet. No! he came with his 
Reward in his Hand, (as it were) and fat ſtill in his 
Robes in his Chariot, and thought thus to recom- 


mend himſelf to the Clemency and Pity of the Mar 


ef GOD. I dare ſay, He boldly bid his Page, 

mock at the Door and ſay, My Lord Naaman is here, 
and offers Thee all this great Riches, theſe Changes of Rai- 
ment, Gold and Silver in abundance. Come Thou there- 
fore, and heal him of his Leproſy. I ſuppoſe the Cap- 
tain would not ſuffer a dubious Thought if he ſhould 
be accepted, or not. Had any Body met him, and 
aſk'd him, Hou canſt Thou au art an Enemy to the 
Hebrews loo for Mercy at the Hands of their GOD? 
or at the Hands of His Prophet? doubtleſs he would 
have anfwered, Truc, I am at Varience with the 
Seed of Jacob, and have "ry dine Harm to the 
Houſe of Tiracl, but fer, I make amends fo far as Y 
Lade Power, and will fully ſatisfy the Prophet for 
all his Trouble when he ſhall have healcd me. 


Well, he waited at E/;a's Door, and expected 
no common Meſfige to be delivered to Him, 
bat that forme Oracle would pronounce him whole, 
or that the Frophet himſcif would come out to 

Him, 


ſy, £ needed not to have come 
into Iſrael for Water. Abana and Pharpar Rivers of 
Damaſcus, are not they better than all the Waters of 


Iſrael? May I not waſh in them, and be clean? and 
he turned acay in a Raye. 


When he had heard the Means of his Recovery, 
ſee how he lighted it. Becauſe he did not know 
how the Lon chujes the Things that are weak, and 
baſe, and Things that are deſpiſed to do His Will, he 
reaſon'd within himſelf and thought, I Water could 
take away the Leproſy, wvould not ſo many learned and 
aviſe Men as have been in the World have found out 
that Remedy before now? or might not the Man (i 
Water would cure me) have ſaid to me, Go, and bat 
thyſelf in thine own excellent Rivers at Home, and 
Thou Halt be healed? and while he thus thought, 
one of his Servants came near to the Side of the Cha- 
riot, and beſought Him, ſaying, My Father, if the 
Prophet had bid Thee do ſome great Thing, go ſome long 


Tourney, . 


fo 
Fut 
Ap 
gre 
u 
Vi 
Fe 
by 
A 
* 
70 
T 
H 
d 
h 
al 
fl 
\ 
1 
Y 
0 
( 
J 


2:5 


Elia, and ſaid, Behold, now I know that there 10 
GOD ir all the Earth, but in Iracl ; thy Servans 
4Wil benceforth offer neither Burns Offerings, nor Sacri- 
Ace unto other Gods, but unto the Lonn. How happy was 
it for Nm, that he hearkened to the Voice of the 
Lonxn by his Servant? He not only was waſhed from 
the of his Body, but from the Unbelief, 
ad Sin of his Soul. He could then truly adore 
Free Grace alone: He was convinc'd it was not of 
his own Will, for he would have went home to D 
maſcus in a Rage, but the Lonp freely put it into the 
little Maid's firſt to with, Would to GOD my 
Lord was Toith the Prophet in „ 


(8] 


heal him of his Leproſy. And when he had 


the Way appointed to be healed, 2 Fer 1a et 
faid of him as He did of Ephraim, How ball I 10 


ther uþ? He yet put it into the Heart of one 
Servants to go and ſpeak mildly to him to ſtop him 


from returning home, by ſaying to him, Nay, my 


Father, if the'Prophet had bid thee do ſome great Thing, 
would ff thou not have done it ? howv much rather then 


when he only ſaith to thee, <vaſh and be clean? 
It may be you 


ignorant 
that you have on a more dreadful Leproſy than that 


which clave to Naaman, alas! my dear, dear Bre- 
thren, ye have got the Leproſy of Sin. I am 'To- 
day forced to ſay to you as the little Maid to Naa- 
man, Wauld to G O D you vere with the Prophet that 
is in Iſrael,” I mean — Lord JIEsUs Cualsr, He 
omi heal you of your I need not bid 
dear Hearers n the Merit of the 
ſeven Streams of Ixsus are all one: And whoſoever 
once waſhes there, needs no more Sacrifice for Sin. 
Heb. x. 18. 


{ſrael were uſed to 


His Con ion. Numb. v. 3. It was a Diſeaſe 
that at firſt broke out in a little white Scab, and if 
not prevented or heal'd, overſpread the whole Body, 
and made them as if a white Scurf was upon them. 
How well doth this Deſcription ſerve to ſet out Sin ? 
It broke out firſt in Adam in one Sin like the Scab 
of the Leproſy, and not being ſtopp'd, 1 


— 


[9] 


"till he was altogether corrupt and infected, till GOD 
Sf him as it were out of his Preſence into the Earth. 
Of him were we all, and every one of us have from 
our Birth, had this curſed Diſeaſe, as it is written in 
David, Behold I was fſhapen in Iniquity, and in Sin 
did my Mother conceive me. Pſal. li. 5. I don't doubt 
but you can anſwer and fay, we know we have this 
Diſeaſe of Sin, we have felt it often riſe in our Na- 
ture, and ſpread itſelf, that the longer we live, in- 
ſtead of growing better, we grow worſe and worſe ; 
we commit more and more Sin every Day. O my 
People, it will ſpread farther ſtill, till it have ruin d 
you Body and Soul, if you can't ſtop it! Wauld to 
GOD you were with the Prophet IE sus, he would 
heal you, he would make your Crimſon Sins like I vol, 
and your Sins that have been like Scarlett, whiter 
than Snow. Iſaiah i. 18. Men are naturally like 
Naaman, and think that they muſt bring Preſents to 
the Lonn, and do a great deal of Good before he 
will heal them ; and this makes ſome poor Souls go 
bow'd down Day after Day, and mourn, and will 
not be comforted. Their Language is, O! I am a- 
fraid I hall never be ſaved! I tremble to think what 
vill become of me if I ſhould die! I have been a Drunk- 
ard, an unjuſt Perſon; I have lived in Fornication, 
Uncleaneſs, and Lies; I have been a Sinner all 
Life, even from my Infancy; What Hall I 4 * 
ſaved? O! that ſuch would come to the Lon! He 
would receive them, He would in no wiſe caſt them 
out : But ſay they, I am worſe than any Body, there 
is not one good Thing in me ; I am nothing but 
Sin for my Part. Well then, you have the moſt Need 
of coming to the Son of GOD, he will make you a 
new Heart and a new Spirit, wherein his Spirit ſhall 
dwell. O! fay they, but I have nothing to bring to the 
Lorp; I can't ſo much as truly repent for Sin ; my 
Heart is as hard as the nether Millſtone ; I cannot 
pray ; I can do nothing. Have you not heard how 

B Naaman 


fents which Naaman — to Lia; thou muſt 
leave all thou haſt, and come ftrip'd and poor to 
CurrsT, or thou canſt not be his Diſciple. 

Some when they do Good (as they call it) and do 
not do much Harm, but are kind to the Poor, 


Publicans and Harlots, can go boldly to GOD, 
not fear their going to Heaven. juſt ſo did Naamar 


poor Servant to tell him, Go ftrip thyſelf, and go wv. 

in Jordan, and thou ſhalt be clean. Juſt ſo I come 
To-day, to tell you, it is not your Selſ- ighteouſneſs, 
your long Roll of good Deeds done, will make you 


lots enter into the Kingdom of GOD before others. 
Mat. xxi. 31. Not becauſe they were ſuch, but be- 
cauſe theſe are the more eaſily convinced of their own 
Poverty of Spirit, and having no Righteouſneſs of 
their own to truſt on, the more gladly embrace and 
truſt on the Righteouſneſs of the Lord Jesus: Theſe 
alſo knowing they have much forgiven them, b 
{ave the more. You muſt come to our Saviour poor 
as you are, in your Sins and in your Blood. Don't 
Selos wo cover your fin, and ad acme” <q 

185 


and 
do Juſtice, and refrain from outward, groſs Sins, like 
and 
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if you would be faved, go and fall down by the bloody 


Wim of Jnoun, ant Gm oor of neue Heme 
Iniquity, Luſt, Pride, Covetuouſneſs, and Un- 
belief, the Chief of all, and waſh in that „ and 


you ſhall be clean. Be ye aſſur d it is no Works that 
you have done, or can do, that will recommend you 
to the Favour of GOD, 2s faith the Apoſtle, Nat by 
Works, left any Man boaft. Eph. ii. e. leaſt any 
, and fay, ſhow won 7 Gree bond o good 
ife, ' therefore 1 am accepted of GOD. No: Wy) 
boaſting is excluded. Rom. iii. 27. 
very one that is ſaved, ſhall confeſs, to the Glo- 
ry of Jssus CarisT, Not by Works <- x9 4 
that I HAVE DONE, but according to his Mercy he ja - 
wed me, by the wvaſhing of Regeneration, and renew- 
ing of the Holy Gnosr. Titus i. 5. Not ante me, 
Thom. not unto me, but unto thy Name give Glory. 
Pal. cxv. 1. Vea in Heaven no Mention is made 
of what they did, who are arrived there, but of what 
CurisT did for them. The Blood of the Lau, 
which is our only Salvation, is there aud 
praiſed. This & that Jordan, whens would be- 
ſeech my dear Brethren (who feel the Leproſy of 
Sin is on them) to come and waſh. Believing in the 
Loxp, is wathing. Only believe, and thou ſhalt be 
Javed. Acts xvi. 31. Only waſh and thou ſhalt be 
clean. 

Many here are ready (it may be) to tum away in 
a Rage, and ſay, What is this all I come to hear ? 
Believe, and be ſaved? O! PII never be convinced 
this is true! Do you think that all the Good I have 
done, and all my Prayers and Cries will avail nothing ? 
IF I go —_— to Church, and receive the bleſſed 
Sacrament, and believe the Seriptares, and pray every 
Morning and Evening, 96 

' nos 


[ 12 ] 

1 hot be fare of to Heaven? No: There is no 
other Name given Heav'n whereby Men can be 
Jn | but the Name J xs us Cunisr. Ads iv. 12. 

which is almoſt in every one's 
mee What 
(faith he) are not Abana and Pharpar Rivers of Da- 
maſcus better than all the Waters of Iſrael ? May I not 
evaſh in them and be clean? So ſay many of you, 
Are not good Works, a ſober, honeſt, and religious Life, 
enough to ſave Us? May we not waſh in theſe, and be 
clan? The Lond points out the only Way, ſaying, 
EF am THE Way. Jobs xiv. 6. And again, This 
is the Way, walk in it. Iſa. xox. 21. And one wiſe- 
ly ſaid of Cuxis r, He is ſe narrow a Way, fo ſtrait 


a Door, that except you pull 0 A your Choaths you 
can't get in. Our Saviour don't want any of your 


Righteouſneſs. It is all in His pure Sight b. but paint- 
ed Iniquity ; it is but f/thy Rags, I/. xiv. 6. and 
like the Cloth of a menſtrous Woman. 

He calls you then only who are poor. To this 
Man will I look, ſaith the Loan, even to him that is 
poor, Iſ. evi. 2. Vea, except you can reckon your- 
ſelves upon a Level with the worſt Sinners, Murther- 
ers, Thieves, Publicans, you have not ſcen your Na- 
ture. You don't know yourſelves, and till you do, 
you can by no Means ſes the Want of the dear Re- 
DEEMER's Blood. You will be always ftriving to 
make yourſelves clean, and when you have ſtrove 
all your Life, find that true which was ſpoken of 
the Children of Iſrael, They followed after Righte- 
euſugſe, but have not attain'd Righteouſneſs, + 694 | 
they ſought it not by Faith, but (as it were) by Works. 
Rem. ix. 31, 32. 

But again, I beſeech you hear the Word of the 
Loxp, Your 1 is of Me. And again, 
Come to me,----and I will give you a Reſt for your Soul. 
Mat. xi. 28. And again, I caunſel Thee to buy of Me 
| Raiment, thet the Shame of thy Nakeaneſs do not ap- 


pear 


C33 1 


pear. Rev. in. 18. Buy of Me freely without Money, 
and without Price, i. e. for Nothing. 1/a. lv. 1. 
Paul, who was born a Jew, gloried as much in 
this as you do in your being born Chriſtians ; but by 
i That he was nut a Jew, who was 
one outwardly, or did like Jews in outward Things, 
but he (aach He) ir @ Jew ace is one inwardly. Rom. 
ii. 28, 29. If you are not Chriſians inwardly, in 
vain do you make Profeſſion of CurtsT outwardly ; 
and unleſs you are inwardly waſhed with the Blood of 
Jzsvs, by the HoLy GnosT, Baptiſm of Water 
15 nothing. except you inwardly live by the Me- 
rit of the Wounds of the Body of our Saviour, in 
vain do you eat and drink in His Preſence Bread and 
Wine. The was of the Seed of Abraham, 
(to whom the Promiſes were made) of the Tribe of 
Benjamin, and lived as touching the Righteouſneſs of 
the Lax blameleſs. Rom. xi. 1. Phil. ui. 5, 6. Yea 
he was not only religious as were others of the ſtrict 
Sect of the Phariſees but more exceedingly zealous 
than many of his in his own Nation and at Je- 
ruſalem. Gal. i. 14. But yet all this was not enough 
to bring him to Heaven; all would not do: When he 
was conviac'd of his Sin, as he was riding to Da- 
maſcus, he cried out in the Bitterneſs of his Soul, 
Lorp, what wilt Thaw have me to do? As ix. 6. 
Neither did he reſt from crying, neither would he eat 
or drink till Arnanias brought him that glorious 
Meſſage, (which I now bring you) Why tarrieſt 
Thou? ariſe and be baptiz'd, and waſh away thy Sin, 
calling on the Name cf the Lonp! Acts xxii. 16. 80 
alſo is it written of Foþua the High-Prieft, that 
when he ſtood before the Loxn in his own Righteouſ- 
neſs, it was as filthy Garments ; but when the Laun 
of GOD had faid to him, Behold I have cauſed thine = 
Haiquity to paſs away; he had on Change of Rai- 
ment, i. e. The Rightecuſne/s of Cuklsr, and then 
he was no more before the Logo as * 


[ 14 ] 
onder! So as the Angel own'd of him, 
Saints, Te are Men to be wonder'd a 


you 

the Virtue of this bleſſed Bethe/da, the Bled of Jo. 
zus, this true Jordan. Be not offended my People, 
if the Lorp r any miraculous Way; 
but hear, if he ſpeaks by unworthy me, or ſends me 
to you as EHB ſent Gehazi to Naaman, to tell 
ye muſt wwaſb and be clean. Don't anſwer, 
is this 8 ? or bow cameſt theu to be 
right, when ſo many wiſe Men and learned Men, after 

thy Sayings, are wrong ? My dear Friends, The 
Wiſdom of this World 5s Feolifpnef with GOD, and 
the Thoughts of the wiſeft Men before the Loan are 
wain. 1 Cor. i. 20. GOD often chuſes to let 
wiſe Men err in their own Prudence, when he reveals 
his Truth to Babes. Luke x. 21. Then let not your 
dear Souls turn away in a Rage; but O] be intreat- 
ed to go down to the Fordan of CrrtsT's Blood, 
it is better than all the Rivers of Damaſcus. All the 
Cries and Tears of every Saint in the World, can't 
waſh away one Sin; but O] one Drop of the Blood 
of the Laws, will cleanſe you of All, if you have 
ten Thouſand Thouſands, yea, if every Sin that have 
been committed by all the Children of Adam, ſince 
the Foundation of the World, (ſaving the Blaſphemy 
againſt the HoT Y GnosT) were to 4 charg'd upon 
rr. yet ſay to 

Came, waſp and be clean! there is flill Room ! 

11 * 22. The Door of the Loxp's Wounds 
are ſtill open, eſcape hither for your Life, my dear 


Brethrgn. I don't 


(153 

I don't doubt but many of you are willing to be 
-» faved, und if he Lons hat bidden you do four 
Thing, would you not have done it? M I 
hear you ſay, I would, if I knew what the Will of 
the Loxp was, * it, tho I went thro* Hell for 
a Time, ſo that I might but be ſaved. O poor Bre- 
thren! you may be ſaved freely. He only faith to 
you, Waſh and be clean. 

No ſooner had Naamaz put off all that fine Appa- 
rel (which he thought would have moved the Prophet 
to look him) and enter d the River, but bis 


upon 
— — he found 


Y, — ag 
ted, and made like /ittle Children. Mat. xviii. 3. 
If any of you feel yourſelves impure, burthen'd, yea, 
tho' you feel yourſelves nothing but Sin and Un- 

„ how can ye ſtay away? or how can you 
doubt your Right to waſh in this Blood, when you 
may read upon the Fountain-Head, This Fountain 
was open for Sin and for Uncleaneſs. Zech. xiii. 1. If 
you have ſurely ſeen your Sin, ſurely you may ſee 
the Lamb of GOD invites you compaſſionately to 
waſh you in him. The Spirit knocks at your Heart, 
ſaying, Come: The Church, the 
the Laus's Wife ſaith, Come. Yea, faith the Lozp, 
ler him that heareth conſent, and ſay, Came, O my Soul, 
come. Whoſeever will lit him come, and take of the 
Water freely! Rev. 22. xvii. At this Spring poor 
weary Sinners may drink, and waſh them too; here 
you may put away the Evil of your Doings, and 
make ves white as Snow. "RI 


J 

1 beſeech C 's and come, and 
_ the Virwes e de e You 8 
you cannot make yourſelves clean; the Lozp 


2 — and from all your Idols 


(lik 
— r GOD of Iſrael. So 
bn pore he Po of ſhe nd Irsus 


the Fountain © 4 Waters leſt hes Wa Was For 
by the Side of the iQ, nd ace fer hening ol the 
rere CHRIST. 

you (when you have known what it is to have the 
Le e d fe He und be 
of the fame Mind. O, you will be for telling all 
your Friends and Nei „ What great Things 


5 


to 
mends) you will be ſet to long and defire to 
the Lonp owr Saviour, and to live to his Glory in 
Time and in Eternity ! O that ye may indeed believe, 
and prove the Things I now fay are true. May you 


never, never reſt till you can ſay triumphantly, I am 
waſhed, I am ſanctiſied, I am juſtified, in the Name 
of the Loud Jesvs, and by the Spirit of our GOD! 
1 Cx. vi. 11. To him, even the Laus, GOD, 
blefſed for ever ! be Glory and Thankſgiving, World 
without end! Amen. 5 


